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   Today’s column originally appeared as the second installment of “Our Invisible Government” in August of 2007. As noted in last week’s edition, the subject provides “food for thought” that seems even more poignant than “back then.”  Remember, that was the lame duck time of former President George W. Bush! 

OUR INVISIBLE GOVERNMENT – PART II 

   “Globalization” is a term seldom heard by the ordinary citizen, but it plays a very controlling role in our invisible government. The sheer size of the principles of globalization only adds to that invisibility.

   The World Trade Organization (WTO) wields considerable invisible governmental powers over the United States by way of various trade agreements such as the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). Other such trade agreements include the North American Free Trade Agreement, Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights, the Advanced Tariff Liberalization initiative, Free Trade of the Americas, and the General Agreement on Trade Service (just a few).

   Briefly, the WTO was formed in 1995 by agreement of 125 countries, with that number since being expanded to 134. At the time, it was given broader powers than any other international organization – executive, legislative and judicial authority, the three primary characteristics of government.

   Founded on the principle that global commercial interests supercede all others, little information filtered back to the ordinary American citizen at the time the WTO was founded. Thus, the case cannot be made that the citizens of this country gave anything resembling “the consent of the governed” as the Declaration of Independence provides.

   Endowed with broad-sweeping powers over member nations, the WTO was granted “the ability to demand compliance from its members, and to coerce and force compliance where necessary by means of a variety of penalties, trade sanctions and discipline which can be so economically severe that even the largest nations must yield,” according to the International Forum on Globalization (IFG). The IFG is a research and educational institution, “formed in response to widespread concerns over economic globalization, a process dominated by international institutions and agreements unaccountable to democratic process or national governments.”

   The number of Americans losing jobs through outsourcing to foreign countries is almost undeterminable, yet was that an imagined consequence in the early days of globalization? Long forgotten is the push after World War II to broaden the Western world’s international ties, ironically at the expense of American workers. The “scourge” of globalization is no longer so invisible, especially to the American worker who spent twenty or more years on a job that’s outsourced to a foreign country, all in the name of more profits for big corporations.

   So how does the WTO impose its invisible governing power over American citizens without their consent? Through rulings expressed by the WTO’s Dispute Settlement Body, and exercise of its judicial powers.  

   America’s Clean Air Act has been weakened as a result of one ruling. In 1993, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) issued a ruling that required “gasoline refineries to make cleaner gas in an effort to reduce air pollution.” The program allowed for gradual improvement based on past performance which meant in actuality, “some domestic and foreign producers were treated identically, some domestic producers were held to a higher standard than foreign suppliers, some to a lower one.”

   The WTO’s Dispute Settlement Body and its appellate body ruled the United State’s gradual phase-in violated GATT’s Nation Treatment rule. The end-result is America has dirtier gasoline, the consequence of which is increased health problems and damage to the environment from the pollution.

   The United States Endangered Species Act was also weakened by the WTO ruling in the turtle excluder devices case. The turtle excluder devices case involved a requirement that domestic and foreign shrimp fisherman “catch shrimp by methods that do not kill endangered sea turtles.” Shrimp products from countries that do not use the turtle excluder devices are banned by the United States Endangered Species Act. The WTO stepped in again on the basis that United States law violated WTO rules and principles of the National Treatment.

   The International Forum on Globalization points out two likely outcomes of the WTO’s action. First, a clandestine transfer of shrimp caught by boats without turtle excluder devices to those boats with the devices making the process look “turtle friendly.”

   Second, it ignores the real threat to sea turtles – industrial fishing vessels. Sea turtles came under threat when large, industrial fishing vessels came on the scene, vessels which are also responsible for destruction of millions of other marine species. Small-scale fishermen have harvested shrimp without inflicting such harm to the sea turtles or to aquatic life since the beginning of the shrimping industry.

   These cases are just two of many where the WTO exercises its “invisible powers” over citizens of America.

   Closer to home, President Bush’s invisible government is expanding with new tactics being used to justify the administration’s surveillance efforts. In a San Francisco court, to a panel of skeptical federal appellate judges, lawyers for the administration used the “danger” of revealing state secrets as a reason the administration’s surveillance techniques and methods cannot be challenged in court.

   The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act requires a warrant for electronic surveillance conducted within the United States to be issued by, you guessed it, the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court, a secret national security court. Surprise, surprise!

   Last week’s column referenced the 26 reasons the colonists based their “absolving the United Colonies from the tyranny of the British Crown.”  The 26 reasons listed in the Declaration of Independence follow.

1. He has refused his assent to laws the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

2. He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation, till his assent should be obtained; and when so suspended he has utterly neglected to attend to them. He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of representation in the legislature – a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

3. He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into a compliance with his measures.

4. He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing, with manly firmness, his invasions on the rights of the people.

5. He has refused, for a long time after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their exercise, the state remaining, in the meantime, exposed to all the dangers of invasions from without, and convulsions within.

6. He has endeavored to prevent the population of these states; for that purpose obstructing the laws for naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migration hither, and raising the conditions of new appropriations of land.

7. He has obstructed the administration of justice by refusing his assent to laws establishing judiciary powers.

8. He has made judges dependent on his will alone for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries.

9. He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of officers, to harass our people and eat out their substance.

10. He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies, without the consent of our legislatures.

11. He has affected to render the military independent of, and superior to, the civil power.

12. He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation.

13. For quartering large bodies of armed troops amongst us.

14. For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for any murders which they should commit on the inhabitants of these states.

15. For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world.

16. For imposing taxes on us without our consent.

17. For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury.

18. For transporting us beyond the seas to be tried for pretended offenses.

19. For abolishing the free system of English laws, in a neighboring province, establishing therein an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries, so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these colonies.

20. For taking away our charter, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering, fundamentally, the forms of our government.

21. For suspending our own legislature, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

22. He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his protection, and waging war against us.

23. He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our towns and destroyed the lives of our people.

24. He us at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy, scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation.

25. He has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on the high seas, to bear arms against their country, to become the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands.

26. He has excited domestic insurrection amongst us, and has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

   A challenge to the reader – at your nearby library, read the final three paragraphs of the Declaration of Independence.

   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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